92         THE STORY OF SWAMI EAMA
He was a great student as is evident from his own
letters.   But Swami Rama once narrated to me an
experience of his student days, which may well be
recorded   here.     He  said:   " Rama had taken at
night the most abstruse problems in higher mathe-
matics and had vowed within himself to solve them
before sunrise and if he could not solve them, then
his head must be severed from his body. For the latter
purpose, a sharp dagger was kept under Rama's seat.
It was a very wrong thing to have done, but Rama
tells you it was through such discipline, right or
wrong, that he passed to get to the knowledge he
gathered.   Well! three out of the four problems were
solved by midnight.   But the fourth gave trouble.
Rama had not solved it as the light of early dawn
peeped through the window.  True to his vow, Rama
got up and took the sharp dagger and went on to the
roof of the house and put the thin point of the dagger
on his throat.   As the dagger just began piercing, it
actually caused a little abrasion and the blood drops
oozed   out,  and   Rania was dazed.     He saw the
solution of the problem written in letters of light
in air.   Rama saw the solution and then took it
down.   It was the most original work ever done*
Professor Mukerji of the Government College, was
astonished*    Thus   did   Rama,   many   times   and
through   hard   labour,   acquire  the knowledge of
mathematics."
One can understand his pathetic farewell, when he
sang on the platform of the Lahore station, as he
was going away from Lahore for ever,